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The Situation

The Premier of “Any Atlantic Canada Province’ is concerned to ensure the readiness of the Province for
whatever hedlth care recommendations come forward either from the Romanow Commission or the Kirby
Committee and for the federd-provincid discussons on hedth care reform that are sure to follow. The
Premier wantsto be surethat his Province hasits own well consdered position on theissuesthat arelikely
to beraised in the reports or in the ensuing discussions. The Premier believes that the Romanow report in
particular promises a red opportunity for a better hedth care syslem and wants his Province to be a
congtructive participant in federd-provincid discussons and a mode province in the implementation of
whatever changes are agreed upon.

At the same time, the Premier is concerned about the province sfisca vulnerability. In particular, heis
concerned that changes will be pushed that are within the fiscal capacity of the larger provinces but not of

his province, that inadequate additiond federd funding will be secured from Ottawafor implementation, and
that the government and health care sysemin* Any Atlantic Canada Province” will thereforebe caughtina
sueeze between higher nationa expectations and inadequate local resources. Therefore, he wantsto be
surethet the provinceis positioned to advocate for the recommendations (or variations on them) that will

restore the faith of Canadians in the health care system but that will, a the same time, be feasble and

sugtainable for “Any Atlantic Canada Province'.

In that context, the Premier has asked the Minister of Hedlth to organize a series of policy forumsfor the
discussion of some of the specific topics that the Department of Hedlth expectsto be profiled in ether the
Romanow or Kirby reports, or inboth. Each forumisto be chaired by the Minigter and istoincludethelist
of invited stakeholders attached as Schedule® A”. Each forum isto begin with a30 minute presentation by
a pand of subject area experts, followed by a question and answer period, dso of 30 minutes. The
objective is to have the Minister educated not only on the thinking of the experts but dso on the views,
attitudes and likely reections of stakeholders and of opinion leaders in the health care system.

The Exercise

One of the topics on which the Department of Hedlth has decided to hold apolicy forumisthe question of a
patients bill of rights. In the dready published volumes of the Kirby Committee’ swork and in Alberta's
“Mazankowski Report”, there have been discussions of a “care guaranteg”’ that would assure accessto
sarvices within a specified time-frame, once atreatment or test is prescribed. 1n addition, the Romanow
Commission is known to have received submissions to the same effect and dso, to have held its own

discussionswith experts on the sametopic. It istherefore believed that aright to hedth careislikely to be



one of the options on the public policy agenda. Specificaly, the Minister of Hedlth has asked a pand of
hedlth care law and policy experts (that’ syou and your colleagues) to do a presentation that addressesthe
following questions (in addition to any other questions on this topic that the policy team thinks should be
addressed):

(@) Should Nova Scotia support or resist the enactment and implementation of a Patients Bill of
Rights?

() If thereisgoing to be one, what rights should it contain, how should it be administered, what should
it goply to and what limitations should it contain?

3 Should it be one nationd Bill of Rights or ten provincia and three territorid instruments?

Overdl, theMiniger of Hedthisavery practica person. The Minister wantsto know what aBill of Rights
will accomplish, what problemsit will cause and how it would best be designed to maximizethevaue and
minimize the problems.

How the Process Will Work

Asexplained in the syllabus and discussed in dass, wewill actualy be running the above described forum
four different times. We will divide into four groups of 5 (or 6) and each group will take aturn being the
pand of hedlth law and policy experts. Ineach round, each member of therest of the classwill berandomly
assigned one of the identities from Schedule “A”, in the expectation that they will try to reect to the
presentation in thefollow- up discuss on from the perspective of theassigned identity. Recognizethat one of
the dynamicsin any such forum would be the determination of the various participants to ensure that their
voice is heard!

The presentation can be structured, organized and ddlivered in whatever way your group decidesis most
effective. The decisionsyou make about how to communicate with your audience are asmuch apart of the
exercise as the decisions you make about content. Fed freeto let your creative juices flow!

Again, it isto emphasized that thisis not aresearch exercise. The knowledge you bring to the course as
students of law, the materids we will have read and discussed in the course, and your discussiorsas a
group of policy experts should give you plenty to work with in putting together a meaningful and useful

presentation onthetopic. If youingst ontaking aresearch gpproach, it will not earnyou extramarks. And
any research that is undertaken must be acknowledged!

Also, asdready explained and discussed, each student will be respongblefor submitting their own 3-5pege

reflection on the exercise (dl four of theforumsor just theforum in which their group presented, asstudents
choose). Thiscan be on the substance of the topic, on the presentation and discussion component, or both.
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Again, itisnot aresearch task but areflection exercise. Tell mewhatever youwant totell me, but dl of the

following are examples of thetype of mattersyou might reflect upon: what you learned, how you learned it,
and how you might gpply it e sewhere; why and how the exercise did or did not work for you; what light it
put on the course or the course materids, what presentation styles and techniquesdid or did not work; what
was difficult, interegting, frustrating or reveding about the group dynamic, what new perspective or
understanding did you devel op about health care policy-meaking dynamics, or therole (and limits) of law and
rightsin the making and implementation of hedth care policy, or socid policy generdly, etc.

The Panels (and Opportunitiesfor In- Class I nteraction)

| will divide the dass into four law and policy expert pands. | will advise you dl of the make-up of the
pand s when we meet on September 29. From then until we havethe exercise, | will look for opportunities
for you to work together as panels during class on the course materids. My expectation is that these
opportunities will fadilitate your individua participation in our class discussions but also contribute to the
preparation of your presentations.

Scheduling

| am open to other suggestions but otherwise, wewill proceed on November 14 (during normd classtime),
with two additiondl hours either on November 15 or on November 16.

The reflection paper will be due at 4:30 on Wednesday, November 27, the last day of classes.
Evaluation
As explained in the syllabus and as discussed in dlass, this exercise is worth 30% of the course grade,

divided evenly between the mark given to the group as awhole (and to each member of the group) for the
presentation and the mark given to each student for their own reflection paper.



Schedule “A”

President, Any Atlantic Canada Province Medical Society

President, Any Atlantic Canada Province Nurses Union

Regigtrar, Any Atlantic Canada Province College of Physicians

Chief Executive Officer, Any Provincia Capitd Hedlth Sciences Centre

Chief Executive Officer, Any Rurd Hedlth Didrict Authority

Deputy Minigter, Any Atlantic Canada Province Department of Finance
President, Loca Chapter, “ Save Our Medicare’

President, Association of Long Term Care Fecilities

Executive Director, Local Branch of the Canadian Heart and Stroke Foundation
Presdent, Provincid Senior Citizens Association

Chairperson, Provinciad Home and School Association

Executive Director, Association of Providers of Alternative Thergpies and Holistic Hedling
Executive Director, Provincid Immigrant Communities Association

Executive Director, Persons Living With Disabilities Association

Presdent, Eastern Indtitute for the Promotion of Market Solutions

Executive Director, Chamber of Commerce

Executive Director, Food Bank Society

Chairperson, Provincia Association of First Nation Communities

Chairperson, Provincia Association of Community Health Boards

Chairperson, Poverty Action Network



