THE HEALTH LAW, ETHICS AND POLICY
SEMINAR SERIES

Presents

Professor Joseph White

Case Western Reserve University

THE PUZZLING POLITICS OF SPENDING CONTROL IN THE CURRENT U.S. HEALTH CARE REFORM DEBATE

% Thursday, November 12 2009
S e 12:30 - 2:00
(\' Faculty of Law, University of Toronto PN ssEasry o
C'HR | RSC 84 Queen’_s Park, Falconer Hall L s oriaw
Canadian Institutes of  Irstituts de recherche Solarium (Room FAZ)
e s Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2C5

(Everyone is welcome to attend)

Abstract

During the current U.S. health care reform conflict, President Obama and many other political leaders have claimed
that controlling spending is as fundamental a goal as expanding access to insurance. There are many policy and
political reasons why that should be the case. The fear of losing insurance affects far more voters than do not have
insurance at any one time, and costs are the major reason for that fear. Both business and government finances
are threatened by projected spending increases. Yet the reform debate has had little explicit discussion of cost
control options. More precisely, there has been a great deal of promotion of measures that the Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) has said it will not “score” as providing savings. Meanwhile, the politicians who claim to care
most about budgetary responsibility (“Blue Dog” Democrats and their allies) object strenuously to measures that
CBO has said it could score as providing some spending restraint. And the business community, which should care
little about expanding insurance but a lot about controlling costs, is curiously silent. Why would politicians and
advocates promote savings which, because of congressional procedures, they will be prevented from saying
finances reform? Why is the business community relatively silent about cost control? Why do budget hawks
oppose budget restraint? Dr. White will suggest some answers — but they may raise more questions.
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